Literary Analysis
Why do I need to know this?  

In the real world, you will ask to take a side and support with details in any number of topics.  When someone asks your opinion, it is crucial to be able to state your opinion and explain why.  If you have actual facts to help with you explaining the more credible you are a person.
Standards


· Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. (Use examples and quotes from the short story to prove your point.)

· Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama.

· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or languages that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.

· Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

· a. 1) Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), 2) establish the significance of the claim(s), and 4) create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), reasons, and evidence.

· b. Develop claim(s) fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence. (Remember your thesis will be your argument/side.)

· c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence.

· d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  (Remember that you avoid contractions, and first and second person.)


· e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
Task 1:

Choose one of the following short stories and choose one literary element to analyze.
(List provided on email.)

Literary elements include: Theme, characterization, conflict, setting, protagonist, antagonist, symbolism, and point of view  Make an arguable thesis statement based on your literary element in which you are going to analyze.  
Example Thesis statements:

In Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “Young Goodman Brown,” the main character, Young Goodman Brown struggles with his faith because of temptation from the Devil, his two faced religious leaders, and his wonderful wife, Faith.


The character Pa in “Split Cherry Tree,” by Stuart, is a well-developed character because the reader knows his physical description, his mental status, and his interactions with others through the author’s choice of words.  

de Maupassant creates a vivid setting by using descriptive words to enable the reader to feel as if they were a part of “The Necklace.”

Setting is a huge factor in this story because it leaves the reader guessing, reflects the mood of the characters, and adds a thrill to the suspense.

“The Gift of the Magi” focuses primarily on the character development of Della and Jim, which shows O Henry’s ability to characterize while keeping a good plot going throughout the course of the story.

Take the thesis statement and write a min 1000 word formal style paper that uses proof (quotes) from the short story to support your arguable thesis statement.  Make sure you analyze and explain what the quote proves toward your thesis statement.  Body paragraphs should be in the following structure: topic sentence, proof, explain/analyze why the proof is important or supports your thesis, proof, explain/analyze why, and summary sentence.

Remember what formal style means – no contractions, no I, you, me, we, us, our, your
Literary Analysis Rubric
	
	Well Done
	Developing
	 Not Yet There

	Ideas and Content

25 pts.________
	The writer provides several examples and details to support the thesis; the reader is not left with questions—everything is explained thoroughly; the reader isn’t left hanging, wondering how the writer drew conclusions.
	The writer uses a few examples to support the thesis; the reader has a few questions.
	The writer uses very few examples or details to support the thesis.

	Organization: Introduction

10 pts.________
	1. The introduction catches the reader’s attention and draws them in.

2. The thesis statement is simple and arguable and is followed by a preview of main points.
	1. The introduction is present, but could be changed a bit to become more interesting.

2. The thesis statement is either simple or arguable and is followed by a preview of main pts.
	There is no introduction or the introduction is simply the thesis statement; there are parts missing.

	Organization:

Body

10 pts.________
	The supporting reasons are clear.  All details in the paragraph pertain to this reason.
	There are topic sentences for some paragraphs.  Most of the details in each paragraph pertain to the topic sentence.
	Details seem to be randomly placed in the paper.  The supporting reasons are unclear.

	Organization:

Conclusion

10 pts.________
	The conclusion effectively uses the four keys to a solid conclusion
	The conclusion effectively uses at least three of the four keys.
	The conclusion uses two, one, or none of the four keys.

	Use of Quotes

15 pts.________
	1. All quotes are cited correctly.

2. Quotes are used to support the writer’s opinion; they are not the focus of the paper.

3.  Quotes are explained thoroughly; the reader isn’t left wondering how the quote relates to the main point.
	1. Most quotes are cited correctly (backslashes at the end of lines, appropriate Roman numerals)

2. Quotes are used in each paragraph to support the writer’s opinion, but they sometimes become the focus.


	1. Quotes are not cited or are not cited correctly.

2. The paper is mostly made up of quotes; there are few sentences that are the writer’s own work.

	Sentence Fluency

15 pts._______
	1. Sentence beginnings have good variety

2. Prose is a mix of short and long sentences—it flows well.
	1. Sentence beginnings have some variety

2. Prose has some sentence variety; some spots flow well.
	1. Most sentences begin the same way

2. There is little sentence variety—the writing feels choppy and stiff.

	Conventions:

Punctuation

15 pts.________
	1. Punctuation is generally correct.  End punctuation is used correctly; commas are used correctly (with FANBOYS), and semicolons are used correctly (to separate two complete sentences).  

2. Paper has no more than 3 spelling errors.

3. No run-ons/incomplete sentences.
	1. End punctuation is generally correct; internal punctuation (like commas and semi-colons) could use some work.

2. Paper has between 4 and 6 spelling errors.

3.  1-2 run-ons/incomplete sentences
	1. Punctuation is used randomly.  It distracts the reader and makes the paper hard to follow.

2. Paper has over 6 spelling errors.

3. 3 or more run-ons /incomplete sentences.


Literary Analysis Checklist
 1.
Is the topic you have chosen to write about manageable for the length of the paper you are writing? Is the topic too narrow or too broad?

2.
Is your title engaging?  Does it suggest the approach you are taking in your paper?

 3.
Does your first paragraph introduce your topic, name the writer and the work, and end with your thesis statement?  Will it get the reader's attention?

 4.
Is your thesis clear?  Does it state the central idea of your paper and make a claim (state an opinion) that you will prove in your body paragraphs?

 5.
Is your paper organized in a way that your reader will be able to follow?

 6.
Are your developmental paragraphs unified (everything in the paragraph relates to the topic of the paragraph) and coherent (everything in the paragraph is arranged in a logical order)?

 7. 
Do all of your body paragraphs support your thesis and further your argument? 

 8.
Have you used transitional words where necessary within each paragraph?  Are there transitions linking all the paragraphs of your essay and indicating the direction of your thinking?

 9.
Have you used literary terms correctly?

 10.
Have you used direct quotations as evidence to support your claims?  Have you explained how these details support your central idea?

 11. 
Have you correctly formatted, punctuated, and cited (according to MLA 

Style) all summaries, paraphrases, and quotations?  Have you included the required Works Cited page?  Does every in-text citation have a corresponding entry on the Works Cited page?  Last name and page number (ex Smith 2). 
13.      Does your concluding paragraph provide a sense of closure?
14.
Have you proofread your final draft?  
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The Terror

“My state of mind is so wretched that you will pity me and despise me.” Internal conflict is an extremely significant theme throughout “The Terror,” by Guy de Maupassant. The horror that grips the main character’s emotions is solely created in his own mind. As the story unfolds, the reader can see that one does not need a tangible reason to be afraid. One only needs his own imagination to be afraid. De Maupassant creates conflict by presenting the terror of living alone as he exposes the self-generated fear of a bachelor and his anxiety of living alone.

A hallucination is what started all of the bachelor’s terror, causing him to want a companion. “I know that he does not exist except in my cowardly imagination, in my fears, and in my agony.” After walking into his home and finding a figure in his rocking chair, which disappeared when he extended his hand out it, the main character realizes he is “suffering from a hallucination.” In response, his own thoughts become the conflict. As the story unfolds, it is evident that the bachelor is tricking himself into being afraid. “There is nothing there, and I know it.” This statement is extremely significant because while he knows there is nothing in his house, he cannot help but completely believe that there is a haunting taking place. He is not afraid of danger. Merely he is “afraid of being deceived again.” The feeling of submission to fearing his thoughts is not one that he wants to feel. “He remains invisible, but that does not prevent him being there.” It is not the figure of the hallucination that he is afraid of, but instead, the fact that he cannot control that he “constantly thinks of it.” He does not want to, and he knows it is only “in my thoughts.” Constantly he tries to reason with himself, saying how he is “stupid”, “going mad”, and a “fool” for believing the hallucination is with him always. Paranoia about the hallucination invades his thoughts as he tells himself it is not actually there. However “it is in the cupboards, his wardrobe, under the bed, and in every dark corner”. Escape seems like an impossible term to describe his situation. Living alone is what drives him to believe that that the hallucination is there; “just because I am alone, simply and solely because I am alone!” Overthinking the situation places terror in his heart and causes him to believe that another person would fill the place of the hallucination. 


Fear of oneself is a constant conflict throughout this short story. “I am afraid of myself, afraid of that horrible sensation of incomprehensible fear.” This bachelor confuses his brain into fearing fear itself. He is “afraid of his own dreadful thoughts, of his reason.” Having the fear of himself destroys his mental health. However, he wishes not to fear himself because “it is very terrible, is it not, to be like that?” With all his might he hopes not to be afraid. This is proven as he states, “I cannot understand my own terror.” However, “he cannot help it.” Living as a solitary man, he is conscious that he is acting unreasonable about his fears, therefore he grows angry and belittles himself while knowing it is out of his control.

Aversion to danger is not in the main character’s personality attributes. Strangely, he is unafraid of  “ghosts, dead people” and the “supernatural.” Being fearless in that sense causes him to lament, because the idea of fear, which he is afraid of, is self-generated. “I am afraid of my own voice”, and “I know there is nothing anywhere and I turn round suddenly because I am afraid of what is behind me, although there is nothing there, and I know it.” When alone in his apartment is when the main character feels his most anxieties due to his hallucination. He is confused that while he knows there is nothing to be afraid of, he “cannot control it.” This creates a distressing fear that he cannot shake. Many things, such as pacing, clasping his hands, and going out for walks are outlets to shake his “overwhelming solitude” and “nervous impatience”, but yet he is terrified that his fear is out of his control. In consequence, the fear envelops him in waves of “dreadful” terror that cause him to feel inferior to his hallucination. This is why he decides he must marry, to rid his anxiety of living alone.


Companionship is essential to a content, healthy lifestyle and marrying, to the main character, is the ideal path to resolve his conflict; the fear of being alone. Although he “knows very little” about whom he is going to marry, he believes that because she is a pleasant woman, it will be “enough for his purpose.” He simply wants a physical presence to be with him to quiet his fear of being alone. He yearns to “feel that there is someone close to me, touching me, a being who can speak and say something, no matter what it be.” An ear to listen is what he longs for. Caring not if there is love involved, or even if it is a good match, he only bothers to know that he will not be alone. The bachelor simply wants someone “by his side” so that he can “ask some sudden question” or just “hear a human voice, and feel that there is some waking soul close to him.” It matters not whom is next to him.  All that matters is that someone is there for him, to quiet the fear of his own thoughts that overtake him at night. A comforter and protector must be present for him, because he is consumed by the fear to be alone with the hallucination. 

De Maupassant creates conflict by presenting the terror of living alone as he exposes the self-inflicted fear of a bachelor and his anxiety of living alone. One does not need a tangible reason to be afraid. One only needs his thought to destroy himself. This is clearly shown as the main character is constantly infatuated with his hallucinate mind. He does not believe in the realness of the hallucination, but yet he is so afraid that he feels its presence. That is the reason he decides he must marry, to rid the house of the hallucination. Naturally, if she is there, the hallucination will not be, and his mind will be cured. Guy de Maupassant creates a timeless moral that solitude and one’s own thoughts are extremely powerful, and they can stir up fear among even the strongest of people. “Fear is an acronym in the English language for ‘False Evidence Appearing Real’.” – Neale Donald Walsch
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“The Necklace”


The author, Guy de Maupassant illustrates “The Necklace” through his words.  He paints specific props in a room and then widens his view to include the full room.  The details of a single object are as important to this writer as the whole village.  de Maupassant creates a vivid setting by using descriptive words to enable the reader to feel as if they were a part of “The Necklace.”


The physical description of the building is vast and intricate.  By using “dwelling,” one can envision this home as a building, but not necessarily a sturdy structure.  He continues to describe the walls as “worn walls” where perhaps the wallpaper is falling off and holes are visible.  The reader can imagine a certain dinginess that smells of smoke or just old, musty plaster.  de Maupassant illustrates the “quiet vestibules” as a grand entrance that leads beyond the front door to the home’s center.  


Great detail was spent on the interior elements of a single room.  “Oriental tapestries” pushes the reader towards gaudy wall coverings that reflect a particular color scheme repeatedly around the room.  He also helps the reader reach out to the “tall lamps of bronze.”  They seem shiny and large hanging on the wall and placed on the floor to light and accent the beautiful “oriental tapestries.”  The “old silk” was used for smooth coverings on the “delicate furniture” which was fancy and could be very fragile if messed with too much.


The dining room’s portrait invites the reader to step into the handsome home.  de Maupassant describes the “tablecloth three days old” which was probably soiled from being spilled on, but might be a color that matched the decor of the room.  He continues to paint a picture of the table in the dining room by mentioning the “glittering silver” that was shimmering and sparkled in the light from the brilliant light fixtures.  Furniture around the room was covered with “tapestries” made of fine fabric.  Perhaps the chair covers were the owner’s own needlework on display.  Scattered around the room were “ancient figures” that could have been old-fashioned cooking utensils or other artifacts used as decoration.  de Maupassant shows the walls of the dining room with “strange birds” that could have been odd looking or even an animal that the reader would never realize it could fly.  In between the “glittering silver” are the “marvelous platters,” giant plates that could be seen as heavy porcelain and piled high with delicious food.


de Maupassant uses more intricate detail to explain one single object that in reality, contains many objects inside it.  He emphasized what the “mirrored wardrobe” looked like.  It was a reflective closet that could have been used to store objects such as clothes, shoes, belts, ties, and still many other boxes.  In the wardrobe, there was a “large casket” that is a big box that could be a chest to hold jewelry or maybe even smaller objects that would get lost if they did not have a place to put them.  The “box of black satin” must be soft to the touch and deep in color.  This box could hold fancy necklaces, rings, bangles, or small keepsakes.


The author has chosen to paint more than just one place.  He chooses other places around the community to show the reader.  The “Palace of the Ministry” is described as a large building that is as grand as a mansion or a manor.  It is possible that there might be royalty staying in this majestic palace.  Inside the “Palace of the Ministry” there is a “little anteroom.”  The “little anteroom” might be best understood as a hole-in-the-wall place for people who end up waiting once they have come inside.  de Maupassant uses other objects to illustrate the true beauty of the “Palace of the Ministry.”  He describes the “stairs” leading down to the main level as a grand staircase that wound from the second floor down to the first floor.  The “stairs” could have a runner placed in the middle of the steps to provide cushion for the people parading up and down them.  Outside the palace, the author reports that the “vestibule of the Ministry” is a grand entry leading up to the “stairs.”  This vestibule is used as an entrance for important people who would be going to the “Palace of the Ministry” for critical business.  The “vestibule of the Ministry” resembles a porch leading up to the door and beyond.  


The town’s description is a big part of the short story written by de Maupassant.  The people in the story spend quite a bit of time looking for “jewelers.” They look at many different “jewelers,” a place to that sells precious stones that are worth lots of money.  “Jewelers” could also be considered goldsmiths or silversmiths, too.  “Palais Royal,” a larger jewelry store, is the place were the characters finish the search for the diamond necklace that they so desperately needed.  As the story winds down, de Maupassant tells about how the main character travels to stores throughout the rest of the town.  She visits the “fruiterer,” a place to buy fresh produce that could be grown in a garden or on a farm.  The author also draws a picture of the “grocer,” a place that resembles what is now known as a grocery store where people come to buy household items and other things that they need.  The final picture is of the “butcher,” a place where animals are brought to be slaughtered and sold fresh to the public for a profit.  The sights, smells, and tastes of each stop in the story is developed in a way that makes the reader pause and take it all in.


From the smallest “box of black satin” to the “Palace of the Ministry,” de Maupassant draws the reader fully into the picture with particular details.  Nothing is left to chance.  The reader sees in their mind’s eye exactly what the author sees.  They also find themselves to be at home on the streets and in the places of “The Necklace.”
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Literary Analysis: The Gift of the Magi


Majority of people think that money and gifts are what bring happiness in life, but in reality, some things, such as love, can mean so much more than all of the riches in the world.  It is easy to think that money means everything, and greed and jealousy can be overpowering.  This can often leave people to be dissatisfied with their own lives, and unable to see the fortunes they have right before their very own eyes.  It is human nature to want the best in life and to be unappreciative of the good one may already possess.  Money is not the key to happiness, and sometimes it takes a certain series of events, or a slap in the face, to realize this.  In O. Henry’s story The Gift of the Magi, the two main characters, Della and Jim, learn a very valuable lesson about what really is important in life.


The story begins with Della: a young, newlywed wife who is depressed because her and her husband, Jim, have no money.  Her head is filled with dreams of a life full of riches and other women looking at her in envy.  Instead, she is doomed to a life of poverty in a dank apartment, and she is horribly depressed.  “Once she faltered for a minute and stood still while a tear or two splashed on the worn red carpet” (1).  She is crying because she feels helpless.  No one comes over to visit, and there is nothing she can do to fix the lack of self-esteem it brings her.  Della wants to be able to parade around and have other women envy her.  Instead, she is embarrassed about where she lives and her pretty face and loving husband are not enough to satisfy her.  Della needs nice things to surround her in order to make her happy, and she thinks that her husband Jim will not be happy either until he has nice things as well.


Despite the lack of love Della has for the way her life is going, it is easy to tell that she really loves her husband.  A huge part of the story is Della trying to figure out a way to get Jim the nicest Christmas present she can even though she has no money.  “Many a happy hour she had spent planning something nice for him… something just a little bit near to being worthy of the honor of being owned by Jim” (1).  She will do anything to make him happy, and that includes selling her only possession that she feels pride in: her long, beautiful hair.  She sells her hair to buy an expensive chain for Jim’s watch, which she believes is the absolute perfect gift for him.  “She had found it at last… it surely had been made for Jim and no one else” (2).  Not only did she sacrifice her most valued possession for him, but also she searched the store for hours for the perfect gift and came home to make herself beautiful for when Jim came home.  Being owned by Jim is a true honor to Della.  She cares so much about him and she never wants him to stop loving her for any reason whether that be giving him a lousy Christmas present, or cutting off her gorgeous hair. 


In return for Della’s love, it is easy to see that Jim cares so much about Della as well.  “I don’t think there’s anything in the way of a haircut or a shave or a shampoo that could make me like my girl any less” (3).  He does not care about Della’s beautiful hair.  He cares about making her happy.  That is why he sold his most valued possession, his watch, in order to buy Della the most perfect present ever: some beautiful hair combs.  In the story, he works so hard to make as much money as he can to support their family.  He does it because he loves her and he wants to be with her.  Yes, they are in a bad financial situation, but he is doing what he can to make it work.  He does not care about receiving a nice Christmas present.  Jim just wants to see Della happy.


By the end of the story, both Della and Jim realize that they have given each other the greatest gift of all: the comforting embrace of love.  “Being wise, their gifts were no doubt wise ones… of all who give gifts these two were the wisest” (3).  It is no longer about who can give the nicest present, how much money they have, or what other people think of their financial status.  It is about being happy with what they have and loving each other.  That kind of comfort, the comfort of knowing you have somebody there through the good and the bad times, is the greatest thing in the world, yet it is so easy to overlook.  Della and Jim turn out to be in a very lucky situation.


It is unfortunate that Della and Jim landed themselves in the situation they did in order to realize what really is important in life, but at least they have come a long way from where they were at the beginning of the story.  Perhaps Della will not be so depressed about their situation anymore.  She knows Jim loves her and will do anything to keep her happy, and Jim knows Della will do the same in return.  They have realized that all that really matters in life is finding someone that makes you happy and doing whatever you can to live comfortably together.  Perhaps this could be a lesson everyone needs to learn.  Maybe everyone should reevaluate what really is important to them, and while money can help bring happiness, it is easy to overlook the fortunes one may already possess.  Then perhaps all gifts will be as great as those of the Magi.
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Insanity has affected many people and in “Young Goodman Brown” the main character seems to lose his mind as the story progresses. A perfectly  In the beginning of the story he is sane but after he enters the forest he starts to see and hear things and becomes insane and remains so for the rest of his life. Throughout “Young Goodman Brown,” by Nathaniel Hawthorne the main character Goodman Brown becomes more insane.

Young Goodman Brown is sane before he enters the forest but when he enters he seems to become insane. When Goodman Brown is saying his goodbye to his wife Faith he is a compassionate husband that cares for his “love,” and that he would rather not “tarry away,” from her. He evens tells her to “say her prayers,” meaning for her to pray that he should come back alright. Goodman Brown also shows guilt and that he believes he is a “wretch,” to leave his wife, his guilt shows that he is a sane person. Lastly he endeavors to “make more haste,” so that he may return more quickly to his wife waiting at home. Because of his love for his wife his guilt for leaving her and his want to be home to her more quickly it is clear that Young Goodman Brown is perfectly sane. 


As Young Goodman Brown enters the forest he quickly seems to lose his mind firstly because he begins to see things. He seems to meet this “stranger,” who has this staff that “bore the likeness of a great black snake,” this is not altogether abnormal. However, he then says he sees the staff “twist and wriggle itself like a serpent.” During his time in the forest he sees many people that should not be there. Such as the old woman “who had taught him catechism in his youth,” and when he arrives at the clearing in which there is an alter he sees “faces that would be seen, next day, at the council-board of province,” meaning that he sees the people of his village there in the middle of the forest. The most unlikely people in the forest such as the pastor and “good old Deacon Gookin.” Young Goodman Brown also see that the “good shrank not from the wicked,” which is odd in his village. At the clearing he also sees “[...] the shape of his own dead father,” and he says when he sees another woman “Was it his mother?” In the same clearing Goodman Brown sees in the alter rock “blood? or, perchance liquid flame?” Around the alter there were four pines “their tops aflame,” but the rest of the trees were unharmed he comments that they seem like “candles.” At one point during his time in the forest he “beheld a pink ribbon,” the ribbon belonged to his wife and he believed her to be in the forest with him. When he “beheld his Faith” in the clearing and he can not believe what he is seeing. From what he sees in the forest such as the people and the fires it is apparent that Goodman Brown is insane. 


Young Goodman Brown also hears many things while in the forest. Shortly after entering the forest he sees an old lady named “Goody Cloyse,” who should not be there. The “devil,” refers to Goody Cloyse as an “old friend.” It seems that neither the devil nor Goody Cloyse are in the forest and so not only is he seeing things but he is also hearing them as well. After the devil leaves him alone in the forest he hears the sound of “hoof-tramps,” coming down the path in the forest. He also “recognized the voices of the minister and Deacon Gookin,” but could not see them and who also should not be in the forest as it is late at night. Right after these encounters Goodman Brown hears “a confused and doubtful sound of voices,” such a noise as should not be heard in a forest late at night. Goodman goes even farther to assume that “he could distinguish the accent of townspeople,” not only is he hearing things he thinks that the people from his village are deep into the forest late at night. Soon after this he becomes sure that he hears the voices, this is apparent when the author states “familiar tones, heard daily in the sunshine, at Salem village.” Then  he hears “a scream, drowned immediately in a louder murmur of voices,” from the depths of the forest even though he is the only one in it. It is truly apparent that he has lost his mind when the author says “Nature were laughing at him.” Next he hears his villagers singing a “hymn,” Once he arrives in the clearing Goodman hears an apparition giving a speech in the midst of which he discloses that all of the people of Goodman’s village are sinners which seems impossible from Goodman’s own account of the pious nature of Salem village. During his time in the forest it is apparent just from what he hears that Young Goodman Brown has become unstable. 


After his trip into the forest Goodman Brown became increasingly unstable. As he comes into the village he looks like a “bewildered man,” meaning that he is unsure of everyone in his village. This becomes more obvious when the author says that Goodman Brown “shrank back from the venerable saint.” Right after this Goodman hears Deacon Gookin praying and asks himself “What God doth the wizard pray to?” showing that he is now paranoid towards all of the people in his village. He sees his old catechist, Goody Cloyse, with a little girl and “snatched away the child,” from her in an attempt to protect her. Finally he sees his wife, Faith, and as she runs up to him he “looked sternly and sadly into her face and passes her without a greeting,” something he would never have dreamed of doing before his trip into the forest. The next Sunday he says that he can not listen to the psalms because he still hears “an anthem of sin,” meaning that he is still hearing things. Later during mass when the minister read from the bible Goodman Brown feared for his life worrying that “the roof should thunder down.” Hawthorne describes how in the middle of the night Goodman would wake up and “shrink away from the bosom of Faith,” and when his family was praying he would “gaze sternly at his wife,” showing how deep his paranoia ran. It is clear that Goodman Brown’s insanity deepened as he left the forest to the point where he could not even trust his beloved wife anymore. 


Throughout “Young Goodman Brown,” by Nathaniel Hawthorne the main character Goodman Brown becomes more insane. Goodman Brown is completely sane, and then as he enters the forest it becomes clear from what he sees and hears that he has lost his mind, and when he leaves the forest Goodman’s insanity only increases. It is sad that someone so Young as Goodman Brown should go insane. 

